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value with the increase of population into mil-
lions of pounds sterling, for which he was respon-
sible to his relatives. At the same time he had
to influence the politics of the province, approve
or reject laws in such a way that his family interest
would be protected from attack or attempted con-
fiscation, keep the British Crown satisfied, and
see that the liberties of the colonists were not
impaired and that the people were kept contented.
It was not an easy task even for a clear-headed
man like Thomas Penn. He had to arrange for
treaties with the Indians and for the purchase of
their lands in accordance with the humane ideas
of his father and in the face of the Scotch-Irish
thirst for Indian blood and the French desire to
turn the savages loose upon the Anglo-Saxon set-
tlements. He had to fight through the bound-
ary disputes with Connecticut, Maryland, and
Virginia, which threatened to reduce his empire
to a mere strip of land containing neither Phila-
delphia nor Pittsburgh. The controversy with
Connecticut lasted throughout the colonial period
and was not definitely settled till the close of the
Revolution. The charter of Connecticut granted
by the British Crown extended the colony west-
ward to the Pacific Ocean and cut off the northern